BLUE MARSH
SAILING ASSOCIATION

March 2004

We've digned On for Another Big Year with BoatU.5.!

The BoatU.S. Cooperating Group
Program has proven so popular with
members that club officers are renew-
ing our "partnership” for another
year. Because of this specia arrange-
ment, you get 50% off when you join
the nation's largest Association of
recreational boat owners. You pay
one-half of the regular BoatU.S. dues
of $19.00—only $9.50 a year!

If you're already a BoatU.S. Mem-
ber, you can now renew your Mem-
bership at the low $9.50 rate.

BoatU.S. Membership benefits in-
clude:

e An effective lobby that
fights unfair taxes, fees
and government regula
tions that single out boat
OWNers.

e A 700-page Discount
Equipment Catalog, plus
special discounts and

special programs for trailer-
able boats and PWC's.

e On-the-Water Towing, with
your choice of service lev-
els—from $50 per incident
(free with Membership) up
to Unlimited Service—
provided by the nation's
largest towing network,
TowBoatU.S!!

e BOAT/U.S. Magazine—a
full year's subscription is
included with Membership!

Contact Mike Adair for a BoatU.S.
Membership application.

If you are renewing your BoatU.S.
Membership, be sure to mention our
Co-op Group # GA87894S to get the
special $9.50 rate.
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Member Rewards with Thursday 3/11:
pgrchas&s. ﬂ General Meeting
Do o d o Bistus cayspo
more than 600 marinas. BoAT OWNERS ASSO(:IATIO.N ULl
e Low-cost, high-protection OF THE UNITED STATES SpeREr
boat insurance, including Monday 3/15:
Board Meeting.
Sunday 3/28:
Smooth Web Sailing Outdoor Expo
For New Homes, Pre-Owned Homes, Schools or Municipality Info At RACC
www.Conr adVanino.com 10am to Spm.

Century 21 Park Road 610 372 5633 Extension 3111

Visit our website at www.bluemar shsailing.org
Meetings are held at the Lower Heidelberg Fire Company
the second THURSDAY of each month unless otherwise announced.
(7:30 Socid, 8:00 Mesting)




Commodore’s
Corner

Spring is less than a month away! You
can feel it in some of those teaser days
this month, and though we can't say
goodbye to winter just yet, it's lost its
punch. I'm starting to get itchy to work
on the boat and get her ready for her first
launch of the season.

So it seems appropriate timing that the
March program is about Spring Commis-
sioning. Rick has lined up a speaker from
West Marine to remind us of al the
things we should tend to once a year to
be ready for safe sailing. DON'T FOR-
GET - this month's meeting will be at
Ganly's Pub & Restaurant across from
the Lower Heidelberg Fire Hall. If you
can't join us for dinner, please come to
the meeting - well have the room to our-
selves.

Kristel and | enjoyed seeing the movie
Master and Commander this past week-
end - an entertaining tale of high sea she-
nanigans and what a little ship can do
when commanded by a resourceful and
clever captain. It's worth seeing if you get
a chance. Maybe it will start your itch
likeit did mine!

gomma(ow

March Social / Program

Our March 11 General Membership
meeting will be held at Ganley’s Pub in
State Hill. A St Patty’s Day special of
Corned Beef and Cabbage will be served
in addition you may order from the regu-
lar menu. After the dinner we will have
a speaker from West Marine discussing
Spring  Commissioning. Please note
members are responsible for the cost of
their own dinner.

Lona Forkowsh
Social
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Advertising in the Blue
Marsh Sailing Association
Logbook, Tell Tale, and
Website

Advertising in BMSA publications is
easy, inexpensive, and can generate
sales and exposure from a targeted
group of sailing and boating enthusi-
asts. If you or someone you know has
a business, service, or product you wish
to promote or advertise, consider plac-
ing an ad in one of the following
BMSA publications.

Logbook: Our next yearly Logbook
will be published in February 2004, and
advertisements should be in by mid-
February.

Full Page $40

Half Page $25

Logbook Sponsorship: We are taking
patron Ads for our 2004 Logbook. A
business card sized space of about 30
words is yours for a $5 contribution.
Wish you friends a safe sailing season
or thank your crew.

Tell Tale: Our monthly newdetter.
Business Card Size classified ads are
free to members and are $5 for non-
members or if they are commercial in
nature.

Banner Size
Front or back page $12
Inside $10

Website
Homepage Ad $35 for 1 full year

Checks should be made out to Blue
Marsh Sailing Association, and sent to:

Thomas Zerkowski
37 Hearthstone Drive
Reading, PA 19606
tomz1@ptd.net

Thank you very much. Please feel free
to contact me with any comments or
guestions you may have. | am happy to
work with you on your advertising
needs.

Tom MWMA

Learn to ail Class

By the time this is published, we will
have completed our second session of
the Learn to Sail Class. There are about a
dozen people taking the class, and we've
covered alot of information so far - parts
of aboat, how a boat sails, points of sail,
tacking and jibing, safety, essential
knots, docking, and more. In the third
session, we will be talking about anchor-
ing, rules of the road, use of the radio,
reading charts, and using a tide chart.
Anyone who would like to joinin is wel-
come. The third session is scheduled for
Saturday, April 3rd at 9AM.

Our 4th session will be May 8th at the
lake with rigging boats, launching and
retrieving, and a little sail time. | hope
that some of the rest of our members will
come out with their boats and give our
new sailors a chance to practice what
they've been learning. If you want to vol-
unteer to bring your boat for this pur-
pose, please let me know. Thanks!

Contact Kristel at 610-775-2438 or kris-
tela@aol.com

RKeistel Qoloir, Training
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Minutes of the February 16, 2004 Board Meeting

Attending:

Mike and Kristel Adair, Bob Hartwich,
Ron Bukowski, Mike and Jan Dougherty,
Heidi Moser, Tom & Lara Zerkowski,
and Sean Hallis.

The meeting was called to order by Com-
modore Adair at 7:35pm. January Board
Minutes were accepted after noting that
the Budget will be distributed to Com-
mittee Chairs in lieu of publication and
will be available upon request to anyone
interested.

Treasurer:

Bob reported that the current balance is
$4,451.90. He will arrange for Ruth
Miller to audit the books

Committee Reports:

CBYCA:

Conrad sent a report that the next meet-
ing will be February 21 at Buomi Shine
in Whitemarsh, MD. Conrad, Russ, Ar-
mando and Mike plan to attend. The
Pennsylvania legislature is considering
merging the Game Commission with the
Fishing and Boating Commission.
BMSA is interested in how this will af-
fect funding for boating activities.

Safety:

Heidi reported that the Water Safety Fes-
tival Committee met and is anticipating
good attendance at this year's event.

M ember ship:
So far we have over 100 member renew-
as.

Publicity:
Tom gave the status of ads for the log-
book.

Fleet Captain:

Ron reported both the Spring and Fall
Cruises will be coordinated to include the
Power Squadron. The Spring Cruise will
be June 4, 5, and 6 and held in the
Tilghman Creek/Castle Harbor area and
the Fall Cruise date will be September 17
to 19. Ron anticipates a rendezvous on
Turner Creek the 17" and at Georgetown
the 18" with dinner at The Granary. He
also reported that the Lake Michigan trip
July 17-23 currently has 4 boats signed

up.

Racing:

Sean reported he has applied for the
race permits. Another race committee
meeting will be held soon.

Training:

Kristel reported 12 people are partici-
pating in her class. So far she has cov-
ered theory and a few knots. The next
session will address tacks, jibes, safety
and docking.

OLD BUSINESS:
No old business.

NEW BUSINESS:

Commaodore Adair discussed the Boat
US discount available to BMSA mem-
bers. BMSA was enrolled on this pro-
gram in the past, but did not continue
staying enrolled.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm.

ICWN Restrictions
in North Carolina

For anyone interested in taking a trip
along the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway
below is a summary of an alert found on
the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway Asso-
ciation's (AIWA) website:

www.atlintracoastal.org

This should be of interest to sailors who
sail or plan on sailing the ICW.

Lockwood's Folly, a portion of the At-
lantic Intracoastal Waterway in North
Caroling, is experiencing severe shoaling
and commercial traffic is being restricted
to navigating only during high tides. The
result is that barges are waiting, some-
times for aslong as 12 hours before navi-
gating through the area.

The U.S. Coast Guard has declared a
safety zone at Little River Buoy 47 and
48. Commercial vessels with greater than
three feet of draft can only transit with
permission during high water.

The Corps of Engineers does not have
money in their budget to do emergency
dredging to open up the waterway. The
situation is dangerous and totally unac-
ceptable.

AIWA is asking that everyone contact
their members of Congress today and ask
them to provide emergency funds for the
US Corps of Engineers, Wilmington Dis-
trict to dredge this area. Members of
Congress need to hear from their con-
stituents in the boating community about
this situation before it becomes worse.

Shoaling and lack of fundsto dredge the
ICW has beeninthe newsalot lately.
While the noted restrictions apply to
commercial vessels boats with deep draft
will be forced to find alternate routes.
This meansin al likelihood going off-
shore to safely navigate the east coast.
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Trainer's Talk

| don't think anyone would argue that it's
important to have the right tool for the
job. A jury-rig can get you through in a
pinch, but you wouldn't want to bet
money on it. The same is true for the
lines you use on your boat.

A sailboat makes use of lines for many
different purposes - halyards, shests,
docking, anchoring, pulling a dinghy to
name a few. The demand on those lines
is different, however, for the various
functions, and it makes sense that they
might be made of different materials and
have specific properties. Let's examine
three commonly used types of line:

Nylon - has the ability to stretch, is high-
strength, rot-proof, mildew-proof, resis-
tant to abrasion.

Dacron - has only a dlight stretch and is
also high-strength.

Polypropylene - low stretch, dlippery
feel, lower strength, and floats.

Which would seem to be the best choice
for docklines? For halyards and sheets?
What use is there for a lower strength
line that floats? Think of the demand put
on the various lines you use:

Docklines: You definitely want a very
strong line to keep your boat in position,
especialy under more severe conditions.
Would you want it to stretch? Yes, hav-
ing some give in the line reduces jerking
with wave action. Rot proof? Docklines
spend a lot of time in the sun and water
so thisis an asset. What about resistance
to abrasion? Docklines take a lot of wear
around your deck fittings, pilings, and
cleats so this is also a necessary feature.
The choiceisnylon.

Anchor line: Much of the same demand
is made on your anchor line as on your
docklines, so again, nylon is the best
choice.

Halyards and sheets: What is the demand
for strength on these lines? Less in light
air than in heavy, but you certainly don't
want to think about having anything but
strong running rigging when you most

need to depend on it. What about
stretchability? Once you pull the sail up
the mast, do you want there to be any
give in the hayard when the wind
builds? Do you want your sheets to give
once you've trimmed the sails the way
you want them? The answer is no, so you
want low stretch in these lines. Dacron is
agood choice.

When do you want aline to float? When
it's used in the area of your propeller, for
one. Polypropylene is often used for din-
ghy tow lines (painters), and of course, if
you're doing any water skiing behind
your sailboat, you'll find ski tow ropes
are made of polypropylene.

Caring for your lines is simple. Rinse
them with fresh water if they've been in
salt water. Try to keep them out of the
sun as much as possible to avoid degra-
dation from ultraviolet rays. Coil them
neatly when not in use and store them in
a ventilated area if possible. When they
develop cowtails, repair them or retire
them. Take good care of your equipment
and it will take care of you!

Lol Odoie
7‘ . .

VAGABONDS/DAYDAILD
FOR 2004

Don't despair! Winter is ending soon
and Spring will be ushering in a new sea-
son of sailing! Plan now to join us this
year in vagabonding to a variety of sail-
ing venues. This will go a long way to
improving your trailering skills as well as
honing your sailing ability. This is just
another way to enjoy our favorite sport in
the company of your BMSA friends.

This year we hope to increase participa-
tion in these events by changing the for-
mat somewhat. We plan to camp, when
possible, instead of staying at motels and
dining-in instead of out. This should
lighten the load on the wallet. The rest of
the routine remains the same: meet at a
Reading location on Saturday morning,
drive to the weekend sailing venue,
launch and sail on Saturday, pull boats
out and stay overnight, sail on Sunday to
mid- afternoon, return to Reading by
Sunday evening. If you are unable to
participate both days you are very wel-
come to join us on a daysail. Details on
each vagabond will be forthcoming in the
Tell-Tae prior to the event. This is in-
tended as a heads up so you can get the
dates on your calendar. If you have any
guestions, suggestions, or concerns,
please call me at 610-678-0683 or send
me an e-mail at tjstoner@msn.com.

Tom Stoner

Our tentative schedule and sailing loca-
tions are:
May 22-23

Codorus State Park

South of York.

June 19-20
Elk Neck State Park.
Elk River on Chesapeake.

July 10-11
Chester River.
View the Log Canoe Races.

July 31 & August 1
Northeast River.
Hances Point Y acht Club.

August 28-29
Dobbins Idand.
Raft-up on Magothy River.
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Events Schedule for 2004

March
11 Thursday Genera Meeting July
Ganly’s - Corn Beef & Cabbage 8 Thursday Picnic
15 Monday Board Meeting 10-11  Sat—Sun Vagabond / Daysail
28 Sunday Outdoor Expo at RACC Chester River
12 Monday Board Meeting
April 17-23  Sat—Fri Charter Trip to Lake Michigan
3 Saturday Classroom Training 31 Saturday Vagabond / Daysail
8 Thursday General Meeting Hance's Point Y C, Northeast, MD
12 Monday Board Meeting
August
May 1 Sunday Vagabond / Daysail
1 Saturday Season Kick-off Race 12 Thursday Picnhic
8 Saturday Outside Training Day 16 Monday Board Meeting
13 Thursday General Meeting 21 Saturday Race
16 Sunday Spring Race 28-29 Sat- Sun Vagabond / Daysail
17 Monday Board Meeting
22-23 Sat—Sun Vagabond / Daysail September
Codorus State Park 9 Thursday General Meeting
12 Sunday Race
June 13 Monday Board Meeting
4-6 Fri —Sun Spring Cruise - Kent Island 17-19  Fri — Sun Fall Cruise
12 Saturday Regatta and Racing Picnic
13 Sunday Water Safety Festival October
14 Monday Board Meeting 2 Saturday Race
19-20 Sat—Sun Vagabond / Daysail 14 Thursday General Meeting
16 Saturday Social
FOR SALE: HOBIE 16 w/ TRAILER " m”‘gy Boerd Mecting
e GARAGE KEPT - GOOD CONDITION November
e |INCLUDES MAINSAIL, JB AND TRAMPOLINE 6 Saturday Turkey Race
e DOUBLEWIRE TRAPEZE 13 Saturday Commodores Ball
e TRAILERHASATTACHED SAILBOX 15 Monday Board Meeting
Price Negotiable December
For more Info Contact Fran Curry 3 Friday Holiday Party
Call 610-678-4766 6 Monday Board Meeting
FOR SALE: CATALINA C-22W/TRAILER
e DOCK LINES, FENDERS, ANCHOR with rode
e SWING KEEL 1986 e FIREEXT. (newin2003)
e POP TOP (with pop top curtain new in 2003) e COCKPIT CUSHIONS, LIFE JACKETS
e 8 hp. JOHNSON SAILMASTER with generator & eSS STANCHIONS W/ lifelines
5 gal. Fuel tank e SS SWIM LADDER
ICEBOX, SINK W/ 5 gal. Water tank e BOTTOM PAINT VC-17
2 BURNER ALCOHOL STOVE e MAIN, JIB, & GENOA al in good condition

PORTA POTTY

SIDE LITE PLEATED SHADES (new in 2003 )
VHF RADIO, DEPTH SOUNDER

WINDEX

BATTERY (new in 2003 )

Kept in Finger Lakes for the last three years, can be seen in

Hamburg, PA.

Ready to sail away.

Asking $6,000

Call 610-756-0014
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Learning the Racing Rules of Sailing

Rules of Racing Part |1

Last month we discussed the Right of Way Rules, rules 10, 11,
12, and 13 — | apologize that they showed up in the Tell-Tale
as rules 10, 10, 10, and 10, | assure you that it wont happen
again. This month we will begin with Section B — Genera
Limitations.

Section B — General Limitations

14.

15.

16.

16.1

16.2

17

171

Avoiding Contact. A boat shall avoid contact with

another boat if reasonably possible.

However, aright-of-way boat or one entitled to room

(8 need not act to avoid contact until it is clear that

the other boat is not keeping clear or giving room, and

(b) shall not be penalized under this rule unless there
is contact that causes damage.
Any boat shall avoid contact, and can be penal-
ized for not trying to avoid it, even if she has
right-of-way. If the right —of-way boat tries to
avoid contact and fails, and the contact does not
result in damage ‘that would ordinarily be
promptly repaired’, then she is till in the clear.
However, if the contact causes damage, a right-
of-way boat can still be penalized. See ISAF
Case 19.

There is no rule that demands hailing before an un-
foreseen alteration of course, but hailing could still be
one way of ‘avoiding contact with another boat if rea-
sonably possible’, so it is wise to hail. Cases 14, 23,
26, 30, 50, 54, 87, and 92 contains further interpreta
tions of thisrule.

Acquiring Right of Way. When a boat acquires right
of way, she shall initially give the other boat room to
keep clear, unless she acquires right of way because
of the other boat’s actions.

Changing Course

When a right-of-way boat changes course, she shall
give the other boat room to keep clear.

In addition, when after the starting signal boats are
about to cross or are crossing each other on opposite
tacks, and the port-tack boat is keeping clear of the
starboard-tack boat, the starboard-tack boat shall not
change course if as a result the port-tack boat would
immediately need to change course to continue keep-
ing clear.

On the same tack; proper course
If a boat clear astern becomes overlapped within two

of her hull lengths to leeward of a boat on the same
tack, she shall not sail above her proper course while

17.2

they remain overlapped within that distance, unlessin
doing so she promptly sails astern of the other boat.
This rule does not apply if the overlap begins while
the windward boat is required by rule 13 to keep clear.
Except on a beat to windward, while aboat is less than
two of her hull lengths from a leeward boat or a boat
clear astern steering a course to leeward of her, she
shall not sail below her proper course unless she
gybes.

The rules define Proper Course as. “A course a boat
would sail to finish as soon as possible in the absence
of the other boats referred to in the rule using the term.
A boat has no proper course before her starting sig-
nal.”

Section C — At Marks and Obstructions

18

18.1

18.2

To the extent that a Section C rule conflicts with arule
in Section A or B, the Section C rule takes precedence.

Rounding and Passing Marks and Obstructions. In
rule 18, room is room for an inside boat to round or
pass between an outside boat and a mark or obstruc-
tion, including room to tack or gybe when either is a
normal part of the maneuver.

When This Rule Applies: Rule 18 applies when boats

are about to round or pass a mark they are required to

leave on the same side, or an obstruction on the same

side, until they have passed it. However, it does not

apply

() at a starting mark surrounded by navigable water
or at its anchor line from the time the boats are
approaching them to start until they have passed
them, or

(b) between boats on opposite tacks, either on a beat
to windward or when the proper course for one or
both of them to round or pass the mark or obstruc-
tion isto tack.

Giving Room; Keeping Clear

(& OVERLAPPED —BASIC RULE
When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall
give the inside boat room to round or pass the
mark or obstruction, and if the inside boat has
right of way the outside boat shall also keep clear.
Other parts of rule 18 contain exceptions to this
rule.

(& OVERLAPPED AT THE ZONE
If boats were overlapped before either of them
reached the two-length zone and the overlap is
broken after one of them has reached it, the boat
that was on the outside shall continue to give the
other boat room. If the outside boat becomes
clear astern or overlapped inside the other boat,
sheis not entitled to room and shall keep clear.

(@ NOT OVERLAPPED AT THE ZONE
If aboat is clear ahead at the time she reaches the
two-length zone, the boat clear astern shall there-
after keep clear. If the boat clear astern becomes



18.3

18.4

185

19

191
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overlapped outside the other boat she shall also
give the inside boat room. If the boat clear astern
becomes overlapped inside the other boat she is
not entitled to room. If the boat that was clear
ahead passes head to wind, rule 18.2(c) no longer
applies.

(8 CHANGING COURSE TO ROUND OR PASS
When rule 18 applies between two boats and the
right-of-way boat is changing course to round or
pass a mark, rule 16 does not apply between her
and the other boat.

(8 OVERLAPRIGHTS
If there is reasonable doubt that a boat obtained or
broke an overlap in time, it shall be presumed that
she did not. If the outside boat is unable to give
room when an overlap begins, rules 18.2(a) and
18.2(b) do not apply.

Tacking at the Mark: If two boats were approaching a

mark on opposite tacks and one of them completes a

tack in the two-length zone when the other is fetching

the mark, rule 8.2 does not apply. The boat that

tacked

(a) shall not cause the other boat to sail above close-
hauled to avoid her or prevent the other boat from
passing the mark, and

(b) shall give room if the other boat becomes over-
lapped inside her, in which case rule 15 does not

apply.

Gybing: When an inside overlapped right-of-way
boat must gybe at a mark or obstruction to sail her
proper course, until she gybes she shall sail no farther
from the mark or obstruction than needed to sail that
course.

Passing a Continuing Obstruction: While boats are
passing a continuing obstruction, rules 18.2(b) and
18.2(c) do not apply. A boat clear astern that obtains
an inside overlap is entitled to room to pass between
the other boat and the obstruction only if a the mo-
ment the overlap begins there is room to do so. If
there is not, she is not entitled to room and shall keep
clear.

ROOM TO TACK AT AN OBSTRUCTION

When safety requires a close-hauled boat to make a

substantial course change to avoid an obstruction and

she intends to tack, but cannot tack and avoid another

boat on the same tack, she shall hail for room to do so.

Before tacking she shall give the hailed boat time to

respond. The hailed boat shall either

(a) tack as soon as possible, in which case the hailing
boat shall also tack as soon as possible, or

(b) immediately reply ‘You tack’, in which case the
hailing boat shall tack as soon as possible and the
hailed boat shall give room, and rules 10 and 13

do not apply.

19.2 Rule 19.1 does not apply at a starting mark surrounded
b navigable water or at its anchor line from the time
boats are approaching them to start until they have
passed them or at a mark that the hailed boat can fetch.

When rule 19.1 applies, rule 18 does not .

Sean Hollis
Racing

Blue Marsh South dailors
Send their Greetings

The past and present Blue Marsh members who are now residing
in south and southwest Florida send their best wishes to their
friends and fellow sailors in the north. | recently spent severa
days warming up in the Fort Lauderdale and Cape Coral area
visiting old friends and taking advantage of the wonderful warm
weather. | had the opportunity to do some daysailing, kayaking,
and visiting several areas on both coasts.

My first sail of 2004 took me back to the decks of Henry Borne-
mans boat, “Determined’. Having assisted Henry in October
2002 in moving “Determined” south it was nice to be back
aboard. | was quick to notice several changes that have occurred
now that the boat resides in Henry’s backyard. The refinished
brightwork being the most obvious change. We daysailed along
with a crew of John and Eileen Banis down the Caloosahatchee
River to Pine Island where we had lunch. On our return we ex-
plored several of the newer marinas in the Cape Cora area. It
was a wonderful day on the water with Sanibel and Captiva Is-
lands as our background.

On my second daysail Henry and | joined John Banis on his
Catalina, the “Aimee Lee”. We sailed out across Charlotte Har-
bor on a beam reach, with a nice warm southerly breeze. We set
course for Boca Grande and the entrance to the Gulf of Mexico.
Upon arriving at Boca Grande we quick ducked out in to the
Gulf for a quick look around. We then turned around and again
on a beam reach headed back to the marinain time to go out for
dinner with Eileen and Marian. On both days sailing numerous
birds and dol phins accompanied us playing in our wake .

After leaving the west coast | returned to the east coast and spent
some time with Pat and John Huntley. | toured Fort Lauderdale
checking out the “small” boats along the ICW and the city in
general. | aso spent a day visiting South Beach in Miami
Beach. Overal, | had great weather and a nice reprieve from the
frigid Pennsylvania winter. Now I'm looking forward to Spring
and returning to the waters closer to home on both the sailboat
and kayak.
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